
   

  

 

 

Barbara Huston and Bill Rogers, at the 

15th Anniversary Birthday Bash in the 

fall. Bill works in the Boutique with his 

wife, Dianne. He is also a professional 

Story Teller. In honor of the Anniver-

sary, he moved the crowd with a heart-

felt story about the PIC culture of care.   
 

Read what he said:  

 
 

                  One Wish 
  

O nce there was a young man and his father who ran a small farm. The son 

was the principal farmer because his father was old and had given the land 

over to his son to care for. The young manôs mother was blind and his wife was 

childless. 
 

One year, a drought came and wiped out everything they had planted. Since the 

young man was the principal caretaker, it was left up to him to feed his family. 
 

The next day, he decided it was time for him to go hunting for food. He got up in 

the morning and found the only weapon he could find in the house ï a hatchet. 

He told his wife he was leaving for the day to search for food. 
 

He started out looking for something to kill. As he walked, he saw something that 

he had never seen before:  a completely white deer. He stalked this deer until he 

came to an area where the deer could not escape. He came upon the deer and 

raised his hatchet to deal a death blow. The deer looked at him and said, ñDonôt 

kill me.ò 
 

The young man stopped and looked at the deer and said, ñDid you say something 

to me?ò 
 

And the deer said, ñYes, I did.ò 
 

The young man said, ñI cannot believe what Iôm hearing. This deer is actually 

speaking to me.ò 
 

The deer looked at the young man and said, ñIf you donôt kill me, I will grant you 

one wish and that wish will come true. Come back here tomorrow with your 

wish.ò 
 

The young man turned and left and he began mumbling to himself, ñI canôt be-

lieve what just happened.ò        
 

As he got near to his home, his father saw him and noticed that his son was talk-

ing to himself.  His father said, ñSon, what is the problem; why are you talking to 

yourself?ò His son told him what had happened and his father said, ñIt is very 

simple, wish for gold and everything will be all right.ò 

                                                                              

                                                                             One Wish, continued on page 7 

 

Partners In Care Maryland, Inc. 

www.partnersincare.org 

 

Anne Arundel County                                  

Linda Dennis, Coordinator                             

6 S. Ritchie Highway                                     

Pasadena, MD 21122                

410.544.4800 / 800.227.5500                  

lindadennis@partnersincare.org 

Baltimore                                                   

Kaely Linker, Coordinator                              

c/o First Baptist Church                           

3807 5th Street, Baltimore, MD 21225                     

410.355.0523 

kaelylinker@partnersincare.org 

Easton                                                          
Pam OôBrien, Coordinator                             

c/o Talbot County Senior Center              

400 Brookletts Avenue                         

Easton, MD 21601                         

410.822.2869                                           

pamobrien@partrnersincare.org 

Frederick County                                     

Sarah Ferrall, Coordinator                         

c/o Department of Aging                        

1440 Taney Avenue                                    

Frederick, MD 21702                        

301.600.6008                                

PiC@fredco-md.net  

 

 The Exchange 
Exchanging Time, Creating Community  

December 2009 Newsletter     

      

Calendar: 

Office: closed Dec. 24th, 12 noon 

Office: open Jan. 4th, 8:30 am 

 

Boutique: closed Dec. 24, Dec. 31 at 1pm. 

Boutique: open over Holidays 

  

New member Orientation: 

Jan. 13th at 2pm, Jan. 14th at 5pm  

mailto:kaelylinker@partnersincare.org
mailto:pamobrien@partrnersincare.org
mailto:PiC@fredco-md.net
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The Presidentôs Corner 
 

December, the end of the year ï             

I love this time of the year!  It offers the 

opportunity to look back in gratitude 

and to look forward to new possibilities. 

I have many blessings to count, as al-

ways, at Partners In Care. First of all, I 

am grateful to all our members who 

support us in myriad ways. In the last 

year, our drivers have made 6,800 trips 

(averaging 130 per week!) ensuring that 

those of us at Partners In Care have an 

option to get to our medical appoint-

ments and to run errands.  Our handymen (and women) completed 

470 projects, meaning that almost every day in 2009 one of our 

members received peace of mind as well as a household repair or 

installation of safety equipment.  Boutique members cheerfully 

staffed our store forty two hours a week, for all fifty-two weeks. 

They interacted with the community on our behalf, accepting tens 

of thousands of donations, sorting, steaming, pricing, stocking the 

store, and helping customers find their own special treasures. Their 

personal efforts made it possible for us to raise $200,000, support-

ing the program in so many ways (not least is helping to pay the 

rent and keep the heat and lights on!). 

Other members used their special talents over 900 times on our be-

half (at least 4 times each and every day), helping in the office, 

making the matches which are the very essence of our mission, ad-

vocating on our behalf, or working with other members on special 

problems.  Over 25,000 hours in all, with over 125,000 miles driven 

on behalf of Partners In Care ï certainly that is something for which 

I can be extremely grateful and we all can celebrate! 

This year has been quite challenging in other ways. Yet, there are 

rays of sunshine that blaze through the uncertainty.  I am blessed 

with staff who take our mission seriously and perform extraordinary 

acts every day to ensure that the program succeeds. We truly are 

fostering a culture of care.   

I am extremely grateful for our community partners who work with 

us every day, whether helping us to find additional help for some of 

our frailer members or donating in-kind services to help us meet our 

mission of helping to keep older adults in their own homes. Also, I 

send a heartfelt thank you to supporters who have continued to 

make Partners In Care their charity of choice, even in these uncer-

tain financial times.    

Barbara Huston, President & CEO                                 

    Attention All Partners In Care Members 

We are updating records for all of our members to make the 

best possible matches between people. A member will be 

calling you to ask if there are any changes that should be 

made to the information we have concerning you. It will be 

helpful in our daily programs and in applying for grants, to 

map where our gifts and talents are, and to quantify the ser-

vices exchanged on a daily basis. This updated information 

should help us better serve our members and document our 

value to the community.  

Thank you for being part of Partners In Care, and we hope 

you will encourage your friends and neighbors to become 

members. With people who are civically engaged, we are 

working to build a community network of support for older 

adults. 

Best Wishes Gail!     

Gail Blackwell, Coordinator for 

Warm Houses, has left after three 

years, to return to work in quantita-

tive research, and to take advantage 

of the educational stipend earned 

from her years working with VISTA 

(Volunteers In Service To America), 

the domestic arm of the Peace Corps.   

Thanks to Gail for building the 

Warm Houses program into thriving 

social communities across Anne Arundel County.  To all of 

you who have made great friendships and enjoyed Warm 

House gatherings, please keep calling in your hours when 

you have activities. Stay tuned for more events and projects 

with Linda Dennis, Care Coordinator.  

 

       Cyber Skills Expand Horizons       

Glenn Reschke, a 

member of the Wis-

dom Work Team, 

has a plan to help 

people use com-

puters and the Inter-

net to stay in touch 

with family, friends 

and the world. 

Glenn is recruiting 

people to join the 

PIC Tech Team to help set up computers for members and 

teach how to use simple technology, like SKYPE, so that 

grandparents can talk to and ñseeò their grandchildren in 

another state, research their family tree online, or take a vir-

tual tour of the Paca Gardens.   

If you would like to help others use the Internet, or if youôd 

like help in getting set up with a computer yourself, please 

call us at 410.544.4800 and Glenn will contact you. 

 

We hope you will stop by for coffee and good cheer in December. 

We are sensitive to the economic environment, and are not plan-

ning to have the customary Holiday Party in the office and Bou-

tique, although we are eager to see you.. 
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News from Around the Network 

Anne Arundel County, Linda Dennis 

Some of you have phoned recently inquir-

ing about the replenishments for your 

Emergency Preparedness Kits. We are 

behind in deliveries and hope to get them 

to you soon. Check the expiration dates in 

your kits and replenish, if necessary. Itôs 

always good to have extra water on hand.  

We have been awarded a VISTA position, 

and so have a job opening available for 

someone to assist me with our daily mem-

ber care programs. This is a full-time, 

yearlong commitment and is considered a year of service to the 

country. A stipend is offered. If you or anyone you know is inter-

ested in applying, please visit the website: www.americorps.gov 

and read the description of the VISTA program, and call me with 

any questions you may have.   

We know that in these very tough economic times, many of you 

are struggling to make ends meet. In an effort to help, Iôve linked 

some of our members with area food banks. To find a food bank 

in your area, give me a call.  

I work to keep you all involved in our various programs. If you 

havenôt had the opportunity to contribute, call me.  Iôll be happy 

to find ways for you to volunteer from your home, in the office or 

Boutique, and in the community.   

 

Baltimore, Kaely Linker   

PIC/Baltimore is excited to announce the 

beginning of a óCreative Agingô program 

using the arts to combat social isolation 

among senior adults. The program includes 

six week classes on a variety of subjects like 

journaling, drawing, collages, and story tell-

ing, beginning in January. Weôll combine 

initiatives from the National Center for Crea-

tive Aging with the talent of local artist, Christina Ralls, who 

has a Masters Degree in Community Arts. If you live in the North 

County or Baltimore City areas, and would like to participate, 

please call. 

 

 

 

 

*Welcome to our newest member, Isaac James Roe Linker, born 

September 3rd. Congratulations to Kaely & Chris! 

Easton, Pam OôBrien          

We are pleased to announce the opening 

of  the Easton office. Thanks to grant 

funding from the Harry and Jeanette 

Weinberg Foundation, and support from 

Gary Gunther of Upper Shore Aging, 

PIC/Easton is up and running in the beau-

tiful new Talbot County Senior Center.  

Please welcome Pam OôBrien as Easton 

Coordinator. Pam is working with Tom 

Bach, Bertha Wilson, Pat Stein, and 

Gary Gunther , charter members of the Advisory Council. As 

we  grow, we look forward to having more members join the 

group.  

 

Frederick County, Sarah Ferrall 

The climate for nonprofit funding is the bleakest it has been in 

dozens of years, so it was with particular appreciation that we 

recently received a $15,000 grant from the Ausherman Family 

Foundation, which had awarded a similar grant in 2008. The 

unrestricted funds will support the daily operating expenses of 

our local office.  

The Ausherman Family Foundation directs its funding toward 

building ña vibrant society where committed individuals and 

institutions work together in a spirit of understanding and re-

spect to provide support and services to meet the needs of all.ò  

Thanks to all PIC/Frederick members who have so effectively 

contributed to fulfilling that vision for a better community, one 

service exchange at a time. 

In our PIC/Frederick community of members, our average of 

services provided for the first 10 months of 2009 is over 300 

hours a month and over 3,000 miles driven per month!  

 

Emily Kilby, shown here, was previously 

the Coordinator for the Frederick office, 

and has turned the reins over to Sarah 

Farrell. Emily has moved on to a position 

on the Advisory Council, and is helping to 

write grant applications for Frederick 

County, and enjoying more time around 

her busy homestead.  

             

Hooray to Susan Nolte, Lisa Barry, Charlotte Taylor, 

and Diane Evans for the 15th Anniversary Birthday Bash 

dinner party and silent auction on September 12th!  

          Thank you for making a great celebration! 



4  

  

Ride Partners, June Martin, VISTA, Coordinator  

We are working with the Prince 

Georgeôs County Department of Aging 

to provide more transportation services 

for members who live near the Anne 

Arundel County/Prince Georgeôs 

County line in the Laurel and Bowie 

areas. The  Laurel Boys & Girls Club 

has offered space for an office to make 

it easier to coordinate our efforts in 

that area. June is looking for a mem-

ber to help in the Laurel location on 

Tuesday and Wednesday afternoons, 

because she is also working in the 

Anne Arundel County office in Pasa-

dena. If you would like to get in-

volved, give her a call to talk about a schedule: 410.544.4800.  

 

Repairs With Care, Robbie Duncan, Coordinator 

Types of handyman requests seem to 

go in cycles. Right now we have an 

abundance of repair requests for safe 

accessibility structures, such as rail-

ings and ramps, and energy efficiency 

fixes to old or damaged windows, 

doors and roofs. These problems are 

major difficulties for those living in 

these homes, as some people cannot 

come and go independently. For a 

few, it has been months since theyôve 

been able to leave their homes. For 

those people living with drafts, leaks 

or water damage, respiratory problems 

may develop unless repairs are made. These particular repairs re-

quire materials that are not readily available, so they must be pur-

chased. In these financial times, it is often difficult for people to 

pay for home repairs, so projects can be delayed. Health and safety 

can be compromised as a result. For a creative and concrete way to 

support our mission, consider buying materials for a Repairs With 

Care project. Members who like to help maintain homes will earn 

hours and have the supplies they need.    

é and another door opens.                       
 

Join us to welcome Josh Schmidt, Development Director. 

Josh is an advancement professional coming from a career in 

independent schools. He will work with the entire commu-

nity, the Board of Trustees, Anne Myers, Marketing Direc-

tor, and Joyce Cavey, Grants Manager, to develop the cul-

ture of philanthropy which is essential to sustain Partners In 

Care into the future. He will work to build the endowment 

fund, diversify funding sources, and increase donations of all 

kinds to build a secure financial future for our growing net-

work of care for older adults.    

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Bill Eberle, a member who has given countless hours to help 

update and de-bug the new database, confers with Josh 

Schmidt, Development Director.  
 

 
  Advocating for PIC 
 

Vi Cosgrove has exchanged driv-

ing and advocacy for handyman 

repairs over the years.  She re-

cently added to her time bank by 

writing to Arundel Community 

Development Services (ACDS) to 

describe an incident when PIC 

intervened on her behalf with a 

difficult merchant, saving her 

$1,200.   
 

Viôs letter to ACDS, said in part: ñYou need to know how 

much seniors like me need Partners In Care. ñ     
 

Thank you Vi, for helping to show the value of our program, 

and thereby securing funding for the future!   

     ñTake a chance on a house é. 

                                  to give a house a chance.ò 

 
Raffle tickets to win this special Doll 

House are available at the office for $5 

each or 6 for $25.  The drawing will be on 

December 11th.  Proceeds will support the 

Repairs With Care, program to help peo-

ple maintain their homes for safe and in-

dependent living.  

 

Thank you to Joyce Paige for the donation 

of the Doll House, made by her husband.  

 

 

Donôt you think everyone wants to know about PIC? 

Send a note or call to add your family and friends to the list 

to receive our newsletters and mailings.  


